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THUS COMES AUTUMN, leaf by
leaf and tree by tree; thus the
woods become a hooked rug
fiung across the hills with all
its folds and all its colors
as they came to hand. I can
pause beneath one tree and
look up and see Autumn on all
the hills of America. 1 pick
up one leaf of those already cast

adrift and hold Autumn in my
hand.

from: ‘““An American Year”

by: Hal Borland
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 The Good News

by: Pastor Aage Moller

If Mr. Eichman lived on our street with his family,
driving to his office every morning in a Plymouth,
paying his taxes to the state and his dues to the
church, we would treat him as an ordinary person
and make no headlines about him. He has been an
ordinary man. During the last world war his gov-
ernment, led by Hitler, decided that a part of the
population in the nation was detrimental and should
be exterminated. Eichman was ordered to execute
the government order. As a normal citizen and a
normal churchman who had been taught that a
Christian shall obey the government, he did the job
assigned to him. ;

I have not been a soldier but I understand that
as such he must store his attitudes, his emotions and
viewpoint away and take orders. If he is commanded
to kill as many as possible of the enemy soldiers he
must do it, regardless of what he feels and thinks.
Should he oppose the command he is considered to
be abnormal and treated as such. “From a human
standpoint I erred beyond description in Kkilling the
Jews but from a military standpoint I did nothing
wrong,” said Eichman.

The Hitler military order was more devilish than

anything we have heard about, but in principle it
was not different from decrees to put Indians on
reservations, classify Negroes as second class -citi-
zens, throw a bomb on Hiroshima and legalize a de-
structive use of the Hydrogen bomb. It is normal
to obdurate ones soul in order to retain job and
prestige, also to stay far away from people who are
too outspoken.

All this means that a sermon about personal choice,
responsibility and action is not common and normal,
it is strange and new. It is not of this world, So
is a sermon about a communal life which fosters
and nourishes personal life. The preacher is in a
real sense a news broadcaster. We read that the first
followers of Christ had everything in common on
the basis of freedom. This oneness engendered per-
sonal consciousness and mutual responsibility. The
participants adored the creator who had given each
one person a life of his own to live. These people
were queer in the eyes of normalcy and nicknamed
Christians. They were news in a society of auto-
mation, and they could not be condoned. The nick-
named Christians could not renege on their sermon.
The relationship between a similar sermon and the
automation of a normal government is the same now
as it was in the days of Paul.

Aage Moller is retired and lives at Solvang, California.
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AELC Nominees for
LCA Positions

The constituting convention of the Lutheran Church
in America will elect a total of 186 pastors and
laymen as board members in the new church when
it meets June 28 to July 1, 1962. Names of nominees
have been submitted by the four bodies according
to an agreed pattern of distribution of these offices.
Nomination is tantamount to election.

Names of the AELC nominees and the length of
their term of office are as follows:

Executive Council.......... Pastor A. E. Farstrup,
1 year
Board of American Missions. .Pastor H. O. Nielsen,
6 years

Board of College Education and Church
Vocations........ Mrs. Enok Mortensen, 4 years
Board of Pensions........ Mr. Mel Hansen, 2 years

In addition to the above, consultants have been
named to other boards of the LCA on which the
AELC does not have a regular member. Those named
by the synod board for these positions are:

Board of Theological Eduecation................
Dr. Johannes Knudsen

Board of Social Missions. .Pastor Holger Jorgensen
Board of World Missions. ...... Mrs. Ernest Nielsen

Board of RarishfEiducainonies i e e ias
Pastor Howard Christensen

...... Pastor Harry Andersen

| Falling Leaves

Out of the fulness of life they fall,
Leaf by leaf. through the windless air;
Closing a cycle, they heed the call,
Settling to earth like a silent prayer.

This is the way I would go in the end,
When life has rendered my days complete.
Leaving the bough, I would lightly descend
Into the noiseless retreat.

— Author Unknown.
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“Only in the miracle of one human being accepting another . . . . .
. .can we hope to help.”

“Buut They That Are Sich” o

A REPORT ON A PASTORAL CARE SEMINAR
by: Paul Pedersen

The word “sick” has become a modern slang word
making a judgment of disapproval. “Ill” has often
been used to mean badness or weakness, and yet all
of us, even the good and the strong, find ourselves
in various stages of illness a good part of our lives.
The program we followed in our Summer School of
Pastoral Care at Augustana Hospital in Chicago cen-
tered on the problems of illness and what we as
pastors could do to gain a deeper understanding of
the disease and its symptoms. There were seventeen
of us, from various denominations, guided in this
seminar by Chaplain Daniel Sandstedt from Augus-
tana Hospital and three other professors from nearby
seminaries.

We approached the problem of what to do with
illness in a variety of ways; through reading and
reporting on four assigned books of Pastoral Care,
through several hours of lectures daily by medical
specialists, through Bible Study, through group dis-
cussions and through daily case write-ups of the
problems we encountered in our daily duties as hos-
pital chaplains.

One of the greatest barriers to learning can be
knowledge. Not only were we unable to find a
single answer for the problem of illness for the
Christian but as we grew in understanding we found
ourselves discarding many of the answers we already
had collected. We were required to clean the Augean
stables. ...but not to fill them up again. We seemed
to grow in stages; first in “Understanding” then in
“Recognition” and finally in “Accepting” the realities
of illness and health.

There doesn’t seem to be any easy “method” to
understanding suffering and disease, or to convey
understanding to the patient. More important than
any of the methods of approach we studied, we learned
the vital role of personal honesty, of being yourself,
of accepting the patient as a person and of letting
others accept you. The importance of the patient’s
attitude is also apparent. We heard of patients who,
having made up their minds to die, simply died with
no adequate medical explanation, and others who
contrary to all medical knowledge continued to live
and regain their health. These and countless other
less dramatic instances made the importance of pas-
toral care in helping guide these attitudes apparent.
The Pastoral and the Medical each had their inter-
dependent spheres of importance. While we must
not be in awe of the precise science of medicine to
the point where we deny the relevance of Chris-
tianity, neither can we ignore the assistance medical
aid can offer.

Ll

Paul Pedersen is a senior student at Grand View Seminary
at Maywood, Illinois.

.scientific research.

Both have a common goal in helping

the individual live his life to the fullest of his po-
tential.

Medical science has done a great deal in helping
us reach this goal. In each area of specialization on
the complexity of the human person it becomes more
and more impressive as it takes on greater meaning.
The progress medicine has made and the promises
modern research tentatively makes offers new hope
for the curable as well as new understanding for the
incurable.

Understanding the meaning of illness has made
little progress however, even in the face of modern
This understanding is difficult
to express in words but must really be “pointed to”
in individuals who have discovered this meaning for
them and have adjusted to life as they have found it.
The pain of the crisis situation may be a meaningful
part of our growth in life. Even the eventuality of =
death becomes one feature of our growing edge, not
to overshadow the life of which it is a part. Our
Danish background in particular has always empha-
sized its orientation to Life and to meaning in- that
life. This is no less true for those who are diseased
in some form.

Illness then is part of our growth just as health is.
In order to find life’s meaning we dare not isolate
either one. We dare not exile those who are sick into
some sort of mental ghetto where we have a special
set of attitudes and a special, temporary idea of their
personhood. In fear of our own health we might find
ourselves more than uncomfortable in the presence of
illness, not willing to admit that this too is part of
God’s creation. /

Our area of study at the Institute included not
only the physical illnesses but social illness as well.
The generalizations in one area carry an amazing ac-
curate parallel in the other. This was most evident
in the area of mental health where the catagory of
“normal” is valid only in a legal sense,” noting all
our peculiarities and idiosyncrisies. - Here again we
find respect for the “personhood,” the identity of the
individual of primary importance. The -area of Al-
coholism, which may in some regards be understood
as a social disease was examined as a symptom, a
symptom which indicated but did not entirely describe
the need for alcohol. The area of crime was also
dealt with ‘as a symptom of a sick society, and in its
own way as an addiction by people with a need, by
people we too often tend to disregard as something
less than real persons. Homosexuality was yet an-
other area which was approached with an attempt
to understand and hopefully to help.

The more involved we became with the type and
natures of illness to which we as people are subject,
and the ultimate climax of these illnesses in our
death, the more important this area ef life and health
became. We began to realize that when a person is
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ill it affects his total being both spiritually and physi-
cally until the two are virtually impossibe to separate.
We began to realize that while the person when sick
is most in need of our understanding we are most apt
to desert and disappoint him. We would rather pre-
serve the illusion of being healthy even when this may
‘not be the case, refusing to accept ourselves as persons
in either health or sickness. Health as well as disease
can have its “symptoms” that indicate what we are
as persons. :

At this point in the Institute we were no longer
sure how to separate the sick from the healthy and
in our confusion we had the good sense to spend less
time talking and more time listening. With this
listening came another stage in our development
toward “Recognition.” More often than not once the
patient is confident that he is being understood he
or she will themselves indicate greater insight into
the problems of illness than we as outsiders could
have. Listening next to Understanding became the
foundation upon which we were to build our individual
philosophies of pastoral care. Listening, being totally
absorbed in what the person is trying to tell you is
no light task. It does not come naturally and is diffi-
cult to learn, but in our own struggle to approach the
patient we found that real listening is possible. We
were able to do this by discovering in ourselves a
genuine interest in these people and in their interests.
We found that if we could find the courage to be real
persons and if we could accept this patient as a real
person then and only then could communication take

place between these two real people with no pre- -

tenses, no illusion or phoney ceremony.

We were all eager to “help people” and in fact
this is what brought many of us to this Pastoral Care
Institute, but at this point we had discovered that even
this very urgent and honorable desire could stand
in our way until we knew what “helping people” in-
volved, in terms of letting them help themselves. More
often than not we were afraid to be ourselves, to drop
any pretense we had set up to protect ourselves.

In this way we found ourselves recognizing the
phenomena of illness. By listening to the voice of
illness we were able to grasp the meaning in illness.
By searching through the physical and social situation
in which we participate for the symptoms of both
health and illness we can grasp in a new meaning, a
new level of understanding of persons and of people.
It is at this point that we find help from our Christian
Faith. The Old Testament Prophets show us how we
might recognize suffering in others and in ourselves
and on recognizing this, discover a mutual understand-
ing of this also as part of life and of creation.

The ideals of life have been embodied in the healthy
and the whole individuals, making illness its stumbling
block. Though we can ignore and hide illness we can
not deny its reality, especially if we are ourselves
caught up in the disease. We can brand those who
point out the illness around us as gloomy, as pessimis-
tic, as dwelling on a condition pointlessly and we can
insist that no good will come of stressing the “dark
side” of things but we can not deny the cancer to
which they point. In fact, only through knowing,
recognizing and attempting to understand illness in
ourselves and in those around us can we hope to find
the joy and comfort we seek in health.
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In the past Christianity has judged those afflicted
by disease as under the righteous judgment of God
for some evil act, or possessed by the devil. Though
this sort of persecution is largely part of history, rem-
nants exist today in their more subtle and refined
forms. * In fact we find health and disease as dimen-
sions of reality demanding recognition and understand-
ing. Even health might be considered a peculiar type
of disease for which no known cure exists. We can
not claim to know persons in one situation without
considering them in the other. We can not cut out the
parts of the person that disagree with us and still
claim to know the whole person. We can not ignore
the unpleasant aspecfs and accept the person. Only
in the miracle of one human being accepting another
human being, reflecting as far as he is able the total
acceptance of each of us, just as we are, by our Lord
Jesus Christ, only in this miracle can we hope to help.

Therefore in Understanding, as far as we are able,
Recognizing, as far as we are able, and Accepting,
as far as we are able we can find the meaning in
illness and through this the meaning in life itself.
There is no shortcut, no single method, no easy way
to work this out that can be learned in a six week
seminar on Pastoral Care. But the Summer Session
has helped me learn this difficult lesson. The real
teachers however are those who are themselves ill
or, perhaps, illness itself. Only by recognizing the
meaning in illness can we then hope to appreciate
the opportunities of health and through knowing both,
the thrill of life itself. -

Danevang Escapes Carla’s Fury

In 1945 the congregation at Danevang, Texas, ex-
perienced the destruction of their church in a hurri-
cane. For them, and for many throughout the synod
who are familiar with the location of Danevang, there
was a concern that hurricane Carla would bring a re-
peat performance. Happily, this did not prove to be
the case. Pastor Erik Moller writes that “Danevang
suffered only small damage in comparison with the
surrounding communities.” There was no serious dam-
age to any of the church property.

The center of the storm struck about 30 miles from
Danevang though its fury was felt all along the coast.
The most serious damage was done by high water. At
Palacious, on the Gulf Coast, some 25 miles south of
Danevang, almost all buildings were damaged. The
wind velocity had dropped to 125 miles per hour when
the storm hit Danevang.

Many Danevang people boarded up their homes
and took refuge in El Campo and other towns farther
north. Quite a number stayed in Danevang.

Some 80-90 per cent of the crops had been harvested
by round-the-clock efforts before the storm came. No
more cotton is expected to be harvested but some of
the remaining rice may be salvaged.

Pastor Moller, who was attending a JCLU meeting
in Minneapolis when first indications of the approach-
ing storm came, did not reach Houston until Monday
afternoon in the midst of the storm. He was unable
to proceed farther at that time since transportation
had been cut off. It was not until Tuesday after-
noon that he was able to reach home and learn that
his wife was safe with friends in Danevang.
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The Dividend of Our Faith oo ez

by: Pastor Folmer H. Farstrup

There is a ““danger that we keep our eyes only. . .

Our Lord was constantly faced with
the task of pointing out the errors of
the Jewish faith. There was also a
need for the people to examine their
motives when they followed Him. There-
fore He tells them pointedly, “You seek
me, not because you saw signs, but be-
cause you ate your fill of the loaves.”

Recently I read the following account
in a book by Albert Cliffe entitled “Let
Go And Let God.” He relates the fol-
lowing: “A business man came to see
me some time ago who had failed in
business. While he seemed to have good
ideas, he did not have enough working
capital. After discussing his life with me, we dis-
covered he was filled with criticism and resentment
of former employers. His life was dominated by these
resentments. He had to ask forgiveness of God. He
had to seek peace and follow it; he had to surrender
his life to Christ. Then he gained his answer. Several
offers of capital came to him from sources he had
never known before, and the more he practiced living
one day at a time, the more he forgot that wicked
past, and the more successful he became.” Parentheti-
cally, one might ask, “What about those who surrender
their life to Christ, yet do not become successful busi-
ness men?”’

The account of the business man and the people
who followed Jesus are parallel situations. In both
instances, there was a belief that following Jesus is
profitable. In the feeding of the five thousand which
precedes the discussion in the text, the crowd saw
only the fact that Jesus could fulfill their physical
hunger. They saw only the bread. When the business
man saw that he had to accept Christ, he became
successful. It would seem that he too saw only the
bread, the dividend of his faith. In both of these
situations we might say with our Lord, “Truly, they
have their reward.”

This same trend of thought is with each of us
constantly, We are tempted to think only in terms
of the dividend of our faith' to ourselves. For in-
stance, each of us might ask himself, “Why do I attend
worship services?” Many of us would undoubtedly
answer that we come to church to be inspired. Surely
there is this element, but the chief reasons for wor-
shipping God might be stated in the words of our
opening prayer, “....to hear what thou Father, Son
and Holy Spirit would speak unto us.” Further, in
the prayer of the church, “We beseech thee so to
implant thy word in us, that, in good and honest hearts,

Folmer Farstrup is pastor of Trinity Lutheran at Cordova,
Nebraska and is president of District VII.

.on the reward.”

we may keep it and bring forth fruit
by patient continuance in well doing.”
As a result of our worship we are in-
spired to do the work of our Father, but
inspiration for its own sake is not the
goal of our worship.

This thought is stated very well by
Geddes MacGregor in his book “The
Coming Reformation.”. He writes thus,
“When worship is conceived simply as
‘inspiration,” it may be taken for certain
that Christianity is extinct. Christian
worship is more perspiration than inspi-
ration. One does not participate in the

*body of Christ by lounging for inspira-
tion in an easy chair. ‘Inspirational’ worship is like
a habit-forming drug: the more you take opium, the
more you need it; the more you imbibe the ‘inspira-
tional’ drug, the more ridiculous its forms must be-
come in order to accommodate you. The more fierce
must be the competition of the drug stores that purvey
the ‘inspiration’.” Or, as a Korean friend told me
concerning his participation in revival meeting spon-
sored by the churches of his homeland. He related
that revivals were needed more frequently as time
went by to keep his enthusiasm at full pitch. His
inspiration had become a drug that needed to be re-
plenished in an ever increasing dosage.

There is a promise of reward for those who confess
Christ as the Son of God and the Lord of their life
and work, to those who believe in Christ as the Bread
of Life who can nourish their spiritual bodies. We
are told by Jesus, over and over again, that those
who do the will and work of the Father shall enter
the kingdom of heaven. But there is also the danger
that we keep our eyes only and totally on the reward,
neglecting the present with its opportunities to do
His will as it is revealed to us. Or, that we see in
each such opportunity only a chance to earn the
promised reward, to achieve a dividend for our faith.
There is the danger that we see only the bread
dangling before’ our eyes like a carrot in front of
a horse. Let us remember what Jesus tells us, “When
you have done all that is commanded you, say, we
have done only what was our duty.”

In the Lutheran Church in America merger con-
fronting us there is also a temptation to think in
terms of a reward for our action. “What will we gain
from the merger?” is a popular question. The ques-
tion is legitimate if we think in terms of how we
will gain in opportunities to do the work of our Father
as it is presented to us in our communities, our nation
and the world. It is not a legitimate question if we
think only in terms of more pastors, or more fellow-
ship, or more money for our patticular church if
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we are in a home mission situation. Again, we hear
it asked if it will be cheaper to belong to the proposed
church. We might answer this as follows: “Yes, we
will be able to do much more with the money we
spend.” We will get more for our money in the
sense that we will be able to do more with the same
amount of money. It will probably not be cheaper
financially and this should not be our chief concern.
The merger is not urged because we will earn a
dividend, but because we can more effectively do the
work of God.

Whatever we do we are not to ask what God can

LUTHERAN
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reward, the Bread of Life, is given to us by God.
“God so loved the world that He gave His only Son
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.” Christ is that Bread of Life, sent
from heaven to guide us and to strengthen us that
we may do the work of our Father. This is the true
dividend of our faith, which does not perish from
this earth.

“We may not climb the heavenly steeps,
To bring the Lord Christ down,

In vain we search the lowest deeps,

do for me but what can I do for God, if I may para-
phrase a modern saying. In all our undertakings,
our daily life with one another, our existence in
the new church, we need the fortitude and inspiration
which is given us in worship. We are fed by our
Lord who is the Bread of Life. When we believe in
Him we shall not hunger or thirst but will willingly
go forth to labor in His vineyard. We are not to
bend every situation to reap a personal benefit from
it — to see only the food that perishes. The true

For Him no depths can drown.

But warm, sweet, tender, even yet,
A present help is He;
And faith has still its Olivet,
And love its Galilee.” :
— John G. Whittier.

Lord God,grant me .
Thy protection and
keep me mindful: of
my. responsibilities
as
In Jesus:Name.A

drive fthis.car:.:
men..

(Photo- courtesty Northern Virginia Sun, Arlington, Va.)

A small bronze sticker on the dashboard reminds thousands of drivers across the nation
of their Christian responsibility each time they enter their automobiles. Produced ex-
clusively for The Lutheran Hour, the pressure sensitive sticker (shown in full size in
inset) bears a “Motorist’s Prayer.” “We hope these stickers will keep motorists mindful
of their responsibility to God and their fellowmen every time they take the wheel, espe-
cially during such critical periods as the Fourth of July and the Labor day weekend,”
said Harry G. Barr, president of the Lutheran Laymen’s League which sponsors The Lu-
theran Hour. Individual stickers are available free from The Lutheran Hour, 2185 Hamp-
ton Ave., St. Louis 10, Mo. The Rev. Gerald E. Kuhn, pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Falls Church, Va., is shown placing a “Motorist’s Prayer” sticker on his dashboard while
Major Edward Simpson, Falls Church police chief, looks on.
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Echoes From Philadelphia

by the Editor

As the train moves slowly out of Grand Central
Terminal in New York there is -at last time to sit
back and reflect on the busy days just past. Many
experiences have been mine during these few days,
experiences that I would now share with you.

The Lutheran Editors’ and Managers’ Association
meets annually, in September, with one of the Lu-
theran publishing houses as host. This year’s meet-
ing, the forty-eighth annual convention of the Asso-
ciation, was held September 20-21 at Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. The TUnited Lutheran Publication
House was host to the meeting.

The journey, by train and plane, to Philadelphia
was uneventful. When I arrived the weather was
threatening and hurricane Esther was expected in
Philadelphia within 24 hours. She failed to keep
her appointment, however, and the only inconven-
ience suffered was a nice rain — the kind of rain
a mid-westerner learns to appreciate.

Pastor Verner Hansen, the former editor of LU-
- THERAN TIDINGS, and now audio-visuals editor
for the Long Range Program of Parish Education,
met me at the airport and drove me to his home where
I was to stay during the convention. Here I spent
some pleasant hours enjoying good fellowship, good
talk and good food. The Hansens live in Norristown,
some 14 miles from Pastor Hansen’s office. But the
lovely wooded section in which they live more than
compensates for the long daily drive.

The editors’ and managers’ sections of the con-
vention meet jointly for some things and separately
for others. On Wednesday morning they met jointly
for devotions preceeding the beginning of their sep-
arate sessions at the downtown John Bartram hotel
in Philadelphia.

The morning session in the editors’ section was
occupied with business and a report on the year in
the churches. There was not much business. Incum-
bent officers were re-elected and Dr. Albert P. Stauder-
man, associate editor of THE LUTHERAN, was again
named president.

A review of the year as it affected the churches
was then given by Dr. Stauderman. The top ten
stories with religious implications, as rated by Dr.
Stauderman, were:

1. The struggle over the school aid bill and the
question of aid to parochial schools.
2. The struggle for the churches of East Germany.

3. The weaknesses revealed in the Roman church’s
position in Latin America as seen in recent
struggles there.

4. The Freedom Riders and the divided opinion in
the churches on this question.

5. The forthcoming Vatican Council
Catholic-Protestant relations.

and Roman

6. The coming New Delhi meeting of the World
Council of Churches which will see a Russian
Orthodox application for membership and the
presence of Roman observers.

7. Church unity and disunity in America including
the Blake-Pike proposal for a union of the Pres-
byterian, Episcopal and Methodist churches and
the disruption of the Lutheran Synodical Con-
ference.

8. Church leadership toward peace through state-
ments on disarmament and expression of opposi-
tion to bomb testing.

9. The growth of fundamentalist semi-religious
groups such as the John Birch Society.

10. Continuing controversy over Sunday as a day
of rest and recreation.

The noon luncheon was served at Philadelphia’s
historic “Poor Richard Club,” a short distance from
the hotel. Here there are many items of interest per-
taining to the life and work of Benjamin Franklin-
in Philadelphia. Paintings depicting his activities
in these early days'adorn the walls.

Back at the hotel again the editors’ meeting con-
tinued with an address by Pastor Paul Hansen, Lu-
theran World Federation Secretary for the Minority
Churches. Pastor Hansen, whose home' is in Den-
mark, was presented by Pastor Rollin G. Shaffer,
assistant director of Lutheran World Action.

It is Pastor Hansen’s work to keep contact with
Lutheran churches in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugo-
slavia, Rumania and the Soviet Union. This contact
with the Lutheran World Federation is much needed
and much appreciated by these minority churches.
It was pointed out by the speaker that the churches
of Eastern Europe are quite active. “In some ways,”
he stated, “It could almost be said that they are
more active than the churches of Western Europe.”
“Church bells are ringing and not in vain,” said Pas-
tor Hansen. Generally, people are not stopped from
going to church. Teachers and some public servants
do run into difficulty but, on the other hand, con-
firmation, evangelism and other activities of the
church can be carried out in most cases. The most
serious opposition to the church is met in East Ger-
many. In Russia itself conditions are probably not
too good but in other Eastern European lands the
picture of the church is not as black as it is often
painted in the Western world.

A speaker from the American Baptist Convention,
the Rev. Charles Waugaman, next told us about the
Christian Writer’s Conferences held each year at
Green Lake, Wisconsin. These are growing in size
and scope and are open to all Christian writers.

The meeting was then recessed in order that we
might meet again at 6:30 at Philadelphia’s Union
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League for the annual banquet of the Association.

The Union League occupies a building in the heart
of Philadelphia whose gloomy appearance is well
reflected in a story that is told of a visitor to the
city who, pointing toward it, asked a Philadelphian
what sort of building that was.

“That,” said the Philadelphian,
League.”

“What’s the crepe on the door for?” asked the
visitor.

“is the TUnion

“I guess one of its fnembers died,” replied the
Philadelphian.

“Cheers it up some, doesn’t it?”’ remarked the
visitor,

Ladies are permitted in the club for special occa-
sions but they must enter by a back door.

From one end of the banquet hall a large portrait
of President McKinley looks down on the assemblage.
Portraits of other Republican pre51dents line the
walls. Some of us were not long in concluding that
if we were to mention the name Kennedy aloud we
might quickly find ourselves on the street.

The speaker of the evening was Dr. George Ruff,
son of THE LUTHERAN editor, Dr. Elson Ruff, and
a psychiatric consultant to project Mercury. Through
Dr. Ruff’s talk we were given new insights into some
of the psychological problems that are to be antici-
pated in space flight and how these are being faced
and met.

On Thursday morning the entire group assembled
again, this time at the beautiful new Muhlenberg
Building on Queen Lane in the Germantown section
of Philadelphia. This building, sometimes facetious-
ly referred to as the ULC Pentagon is surrounded
by lawns, trees and ample parking space. It is the
center of all editing the publishing activity in the
United Lutheran Church. It is here, also, that Pastor
Verner Hansen has his office.

Following devotions, which I was privileged to
lead, the meeting again divided and the editors heard
Dr. Robert Van Deusen, Washington secretary, Division
of Public Relations of the National Lutheran Coun-

The new (3'%2 years
old) Muhlenberg Build-
ing which is the home
of the Board of Publi-
cation of the ULCA.
This sem i-circular
building has three
wings that radiate like
the spokes of a wheel
out from the reel of the
building. Many offices,
a supply store, shipping
room and a small plant
producing stoles, altar
cloths, robes, efc., are
all found here under
one roof. The build-
ing is as spotless as it
is modern.
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cil.. He stressed the importance of the role of the
legislator saying, “the state is another way of God’s
working.” He then discussed some recent legisla-
tive problems that have had particular implications
for Protestants.

The second speaker was Dr. Martin J. Heinecken,
of the Philadelphia Lutheran Theological Seminary.
“Lutherans and Roman Cathohcs” was the subject
of his stimulating address.

The final session was a luncheon meetmg in the
Muhlenberg Building at which time the speaker was
the Hon. James F. Henninger, who is a Philadelphia
judge, an active ULCA layman and a member of
the Joint Commission on Lutheran Unity. Judge
Henninger spoke on a number of matters involved
in the merger and predicted that the smaller bodies
will have more than a proportionate share of in-

fluence in the new church. He advanced some rea-

sons for this and was not at all displeased at the
prospect.

Following a visit to Independence Hall, a quick
visit to Valley Forge and a final pleasant evening
with the Verner Hansens I left Friday morning for
home via New York City.

The chief purpose in going to New York City
was to visit the General Assembly session of the
United Nations to which I was fortunate enough to
obtain admission. For a time it had appeared that
President Kennedy might make his address that day
but it came on the Monday following instead. The
United Nations flag was at half-mast and every
speaker that day began by paying tribute to the late
Secretary-General, Dag Hammarskjold. The tragic
death of Mr. Hammarskjold cast an unmistakeable
pall over the assembly session in these already dark
and perilous days.

The days in Philadelphia and New York are now
behind, a part of the past. As I look back, I am
grateful for them, for the opportunity to renew
acquaintances, to meet many whose names have long
been familiar, to share the inspiration and fellow-
ship and to have many.new experiences. Time is

such a precious gift and, in retrospect, I cannot but
feel that this bit of time was well spent.
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"Another Caravan Report

Waterloo, Iowa.—On August 4 and 5, the Luther
League of St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church here spon-
‘sored the Youth Caravan, which was headed by Keith
Davis. The caravaners met with the parents, con-
gregation, Friends of Youth, officers, Leaguers and
the pastor.

Worship, learning, service, recreation and evan-
gelism, the five main steps to a better Luther League,
were discussed by the officers and caravaners. Each
officer, together with a caravaner, planned one month
of programs following these important steps.

On the last night of their stay, the caravaners ac-
companied our Luther League to see the film “Exodus.”

Our leaders gained enthusiasm and the willing-
ness to work, and we wish to thank Keith Davis, Asta
Petersen, Nancy Johnson and Joe Johansen for the
help and encouragement they gave us.

Judy Olsen, Secretary.

Over the Typewriter

Adults have heard a good deal about the film,
“Operation Abolition” and other such things, but we
have seen very little material directed to young peo-
ple. While we don’t pretend to be an authority on
this increasingly large group of people who are accus-
ing everyone from 7,000 clergymen to past President
Eisenhower of being communists or at least sympa-
thizers, we do have some serious questions.

Some of the organizations spouting off with this
hysterical line are working in public school systems,
attempting to work YOU up. Several films and
seminars are being held throughout the U.S. under
the banner of “freedom” and. “Americanism.” But we
wonder how far “freedom” has to stretch and how
“American” it is to breed mistrust and hysteria con-
cerning communism in America. We must grant that
there are communists in America, but we must also
believe that our intelligence agents are not asleep.
If we begin accusing and mistrusting the supreme
court justices, college faculties and who knows who
all because they happen to speak on a controversial
issue, then we soon will feel the walls closing in
around us, and “Big Brother Is Watching You” signs
can just as well be posted!

As young people, we need to be alert to world
problems, especially our great enemy, communism.
But we must judge cooly and objectively, not in the
frenzy and emotional mumbo-jumbo of some of the
radical people writing books and making speeches
about “the thousands of ecommunists in high places
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in the U.S.” Indeed, we need to fight communism,
but we can’t fight it by being illogical and wild about
it. Paul has written that he would rather have five
words spoken with his mind than 5,000 in tongues.
Let us not babble in tongues, but speak intelligently.

Pre-Convention Information

The Annual Workshop and Convention of the Amer-
ican Evangelical Lutheran Youth Fellowship will be
held at Camp Wesley Woods, Indianola, Iowa, on No-
vember 3-5, 1961. The theme for this year’s meeting
is, “I Believe in the Communion of Saints!(?).” 2

In the absence of the president, Dick Jessen, Pas-
tor Clayton Nielsen of Omaha has been appointed
Workshop Director. Registrations are in the hands
of the Fredsville LYF. Please register with: Pastor
Harald N. Sorensen, Rural Route 4, Cedar Falls, Iowa.

While the costs are not yet available at this writ-
ing, it is estimated that meals, lodging and insurance
will cost each person around $12.00. The next issue
of PAGING YOUTH will carry complete information
on costs, schedule and directions for travel. Please
register now, however.

-~

Pictured here is the camp chapel in the main build-
ing. This building has a fine view of trees and
a nice lake. Don’t you want to see it?

Site Information

Camp Wesley Woods is a three-year-old Methodist
camp Situated near a nice forest and lake. The main
lodge houses the chapel (see picture), dining hall and
meeting rooms. There are ten cabins on the grounds,
four of which are quite large and have showers,
kitchens and meeting rooms in addition to sleeping
area. The food will be cooked by the camp, and the
LYFers will have the joy of serving it to one another.
The camp is an approved member of the American
Camping Association and the American Youth Hostels.
One extra special attraction: both morning and eve-
ning coffee will be prepared by the camp....how
mbich more could be asked? Of course, all buildings
are winterized, and the facilities are in excellent
repair.
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Cordova, Nebraska

Links in a Chain Encircling the World

Dr. Dorothy E. L. Haas

The first link in a chain that now encircles the
world of Lutheran women was forged at Wittenberg
College, Springfield, Ohio, November 4, 1955. Dr.
Clarence Stoughton, who was then chairman of the
Lutheran World Federation Commission on Steward-
ship and Congregational Life, and Mrs. C. W. Baker,
Jr., a member of the Commission, expressed a desire
to know the thinking of Lutheran women in prepara-
tion for the 1957 LWF Assembly to be held in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota.

An invitation was extended to an informal meet-
ing and seven women representing five National Lu-
theran Council’s women’s organizations responded.
At this meeting it was suggested that since few, if
any, women from the younger churches would be
delegates to the Assembly, the women of North Amer-
ica might invite five or six outstanding women leaders
as guests to be financed jointly by the women of this
country. Plans were also made to have a Bible study
in cooperation with other Lutheran women in the
world to prepare the women for the Assembly. It
was also suggested that area post-Assembly meetings
be scheduled at which the speakers would be these
guests of the Lutheran women in North America.

Perhaps you were not aware that each of you was
involved in the dreams and activities of this small
group, but if you were present at the LWF Assembly
in Minneapolis, you may have witnessed the results
of the planning and work of the Lutheran Women’s
Coordinating Committee (the name chosen by this
little group at its July, 1956 meeting). Each of the
National Lutheran Council women’s organizations con-
tribute funds from their budgets to assist in the work
that is aimed at fostering a real Christian spirit of
love and concern for other Lutheran women around
the world. Thus through the LWCC additional links
were added to the globe circling chain.

Since the 1957 Assembly, the Lutheran Women’s
Coordinating Committee has continued to function.
There have been meetings, much correspondence, and
many hours spent in making arrangements. There
are three outstanding memories of these years of
working together such as (1) the thrilling procession
during the Assembly of eleven women from other
lands who had been brought here by the love gifts
of our American women; (2) the sparkle of joy in
the eyes of all overseas guests as they were each
presented a beautiful hand-cut silver pendant as the
gift of the American women; (3) the appreciation
of the Lutheran women in this country as they re-
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ceived these guests as special speakers at the post-
Assembly meetings. ;

One of the highlights of the Assembly occurred
late one evening in a corner of the Curtis hotel lobby
when a group of fifteen women gathered to share
experiences. It was here that the suggestion was
made that as a gesture of thanksgiving and to further
cement the relationship, we would join together as
Lutheran women of the world in a special prayer
fellowship during Advent. Mrs. Byron Traub
of Liberia was asked to write a prayer that might
be used every -day during the Season. (You may

recall that this was published in all Lutheran women’s
magazines.) A strong desire was expressed to main-
tain contact in the future and to sustain the Christian
fellowship from which we had already gained so much.
The hope was expressed that women might continue
to serve on the LWF Commission of Stewardship and

Overseas guests being welcomed fo the 1957 LWF Assembly.

Congregational Life as one way to keep in touch.
This dream has been realized. At present the three
women on the Commission are Henriette Westerman
of the Netherlands, Antonie Nopitsch of Germany, and
Dorothy Haas of the U.S.A.

During the Assembly, the Lutheran Women’s Co-
ordinating Committee decided to meet whenever the
need for consultation might arise in the future. While
it is a very informal group, it works closely with the
LWF Commission in its concern for Lutheran women
of the world.

Recently in considering plans for the 1963 LWF
Assembly, the desirability of additional small group
meetings was mentioned. The Mutterdienst at Stein,
Germany, has now offered its facilities for the pre-

(Continued on Page 16)
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OPINION
AND
COMMENT

AS WE SAT watching and listening at the United
Nations General Assembly session on our recent trip
to the East it was borne in upon us anew how im-
portant that UN really is to all of us. It has many
faults and we hear a great deal about these. How-
ever, they are often emphasized to the exclusion of
its potentialities. But, whatever its faults and what-
ever its potentialities, it is not too much to say that,
from a human standpoint; the UN is man’s last best
hope. In these days when the very future of civiliza-
tion hangs in the balance this great instrument of
peace must not be neglected or circumvented. Recent
events, not least of which was the death of its sec-
retary-general, threaten the UN- itself. The UN has
many detractors and enemies. Not all of them are
located East of the Iron Curtain. Some, who might
not consider themselves enemies of the UN, are,
nevertheless, so eager to make it serve certain one-
sided aims that they would destroy it in the process
of trying to bend it to their will. Some passages
in a book by a prominent American senator recently
shocked us. This man, who is the leading exponent
of a particular brand of political and economic philoso-
phy which is quite untenable in the twentieth century,
appears to take the position that the UN has value
only if it can be made the instrument of his brand
of Americanism. It is as brazen an “America First”
statement as we have come across in a long time.
The senator’s distorted viewpoints aside, no nation,
including our own, can approach the UN with any
such attitude and expect that out of such a body
will come anything that is good — to say nothing
of world peace. Fortunately, we do not believe such
an attitude is, generally speaking, representative of
the UN membership. We believe that most of those
who are a part of it are so because they see in it
the possibility that through peaceable debate and
action the nations will learn to live together. This,
we believe, is especially true of the smaller nations.
Cynics might say that this is because they cannot
hope to bend the UN to their view. Perhaps! How-
ever, we do wonder sometimes if the smaller nations
are not more aware of the seriousness of the current
world situation than are some of the larger powers.
It would not be correct to say that the UN is an
organization of men and nations of good will. But
it is an organization through which men and nations
of good will can learn to deal with men and nations
of ill will. We can only hope that what good will
there is left will not give way to ill will. We hope
and pray that the UN may emerge from its present
trials strengthened and that through it man may
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REV. J. C. KJAER DIES

Word has been received of the death Saturday M

morning, September 30, of the Rev. J. C. Kjaer

at Seattle, Washington. The funeral services

were held the following Tuesday with the Rev.

A. E. Farstrup, synod president, of Des Moines,

Towa, officiating.

one day learn that though their ideologies are dif-
ferent they can still live in peace.
—0—0—0—

ONE OF THE CONCERNS that many have had
with respect to the merger is what might be called
the preservation and transmission of our heritage.
It is felt that we of the AELC do have a rich theo-
logical and cultural heritage and that somehow this
should be made available to others. There has been
the fear that in the merger all will be lost. To some
extent this will probably be true. The loss of some
things would be an improvement. " That to which
we have become attached by reason of tradition and
sentiment alone will very likely not last long,- as
indeed it would not even if there were no merger.
On the other hand, that which is sound and has more
to commend it than sanctified sentiment will, we are
confident, not only survive the merger but will be-
come as important in the new church as it has been
in the AELC. Another factor that is often over-
looked in the concern with our heritage is that
many worthwhile things, things in which we have
found joy and significance, will be transmitted out-
side the merger. A case in point is Kristian @ster-
gaard’s song, “That Cause Can Never Be Lost or
Stayed.” Here is a song, written by a Danish-American
and translated into English, that has already come
into use by many groups of widely divergent origins.
We have on our shelves, for example, a book by a
noted American preacher in which he quotes a stanza
of this song. We also hear, from time to time, how
this song has taken hold in other groups. It takes
hold. because it has something vital to say. Now
comes word that the new “Midwest Institute for
Young Adults” which is about to open at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska, will use “A World of Song”
as a “textbook.” Not only so, but the entire program,
which is under the leadership of Dr. Otto Hoiberg,
is an adaptation of the folk school idea. It will feature
“Learn to Earn” and “Learn to Live” courses. This
effort does not grow out of a sentimental desire to
preserve something from the past. Rather, it has
taken root because it can serve a very real need
among young people of our time. We wish Dr. Hoi-
berg and his colleagues every success in their efforts.
We shall be watching with interest the developments
at the Hall of Youth at the University of Nebraska.
In a sense it is our cultural heritage that is on trial.
We feel sure that, as time goes on, here as in the
merger, the wheat will be sifted from the chaff and
that the things that have lasting significance will
survive.
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The churches fight Tuberculosis in Pakistan

LUTHERAN TIDINGS

October 5, 1961

The Lollipop Maker of Paradise Street

by: Geoffrey Murray
World Ceuncil of Churches’ Staff Writer

Karachi, Pakistan.—If you would know what the
churches are doing to meet human suffering over-
seas, stand with me for a few minutes beside the
bedside of Rahim Bux, in the oddly named Paradise
Street, Lyari, a refugee district of Karachi, the chief
town of West Pakistan.

He is so thin, so huddled, and motionless that it
it difficult to believe he is alive. In fact, he is very
close to death.

He lies on a rickety charpoy — an Eastern bed
whose mattress is a criss-cross of string across the
wooden frame. His thin grey blanket and soiled
native shirt are spotted with blood coughed up from
his lungs, rotted by tuberculosis.

There are two more charpoys in the room which
is not six paces square. It has been cobbled together
with scraps of old timber and sacking. The floor is
of earth, and a sort of roof has been constructed of
palm matting.

When it rains, it soaks through and saturates the
dying man.

But today it is blisteringly hot, and outside in the
sun Mrs. Bux has placed a tray of yellow lollipops
she made this morning. Flies swarm over them. In
an hour or two she will hawk them in the streets,
and if she finds enough children with dimes to buy
them there will be a little food for the family tonight.

To bring this scene home still more clearly to
you, let me add a few more details.

The communal tap from which Paradise Street
draws its water is a quarter of a mile away. There
is no other supply.

Rahim Bux lives in this shack with his wife and
their four children, together with his widowed sister
and her three children — ten human beings altogether.
The sister also has TB and so has Bux’s five-year-
old son.

All the children sleep on the ground on a few
rags. The bedding has now been “tidied” away in
a net slung under the roof. An oil lamp and three
electric bulbs hang over Rahim Bux’s bed. The bulbs
are quite useless. They were retrieved from a rub-
bish dump, and of course there is no electricity in
Paradise Street. The bulbs merely serve as orna-
ments — the only decoration this appalling home
possesses.

Behind the strung-up bedding there is a tiny set
of improvised shelves, and among the litter on these,
containing the dubious ingredients of Mrs. Bux’s
sweetmeats, is a bottle and a pillbox. These bear
the labels of Church World Service and they contain
the medicines that have kept Rahim Bux alive be-
cause he is too weak now to walk the six miles to
and from the government clinic for an injection to
fight the bacilli which are killing him.

Bux and his family fled from Barrackpore, in India,
when rioting began in 1947. They made the hut in

which they now live, and for a time he was able to
work as a laborer in Karachi.

Seven years ago he was struck down by tuber-
culosis, and now the family’s income comes from the
pitiful sweets that his wife makes. Yet more chil-
dren have been born to them in the meantime.

Shacks exactly like Rahim Bux’s line both sides
of Paradise Street. In almost every one of them, at
least one man, woman, or child is a TB victim. They
lie on charpoys amid the heat, the noise, the stench,
and the flies.

No one knows exactly how many refugees from
India there are in the city. They are swallowed up
in Karachi’s 3,000,000 population where poverty is
endemic and absolute

The most fortunate are those who have been re-
settled by the government in the satellite town it has
built at Korangi in the flat brown desert about twelve
miles away. Here about 40,000 families, approxi-
mately 200,000 people altogether have been placed in
one or two roomed quarters built of cement.

These are at least weather-proof. But there are,
currently, no factories at Korangi, and no work of
any kind. To earn a living, the breadwinners have
to make expensive bus journeys into Karachi. And,
of course, there is rent to pay. The shacks, at any
rate, are rent free.

The government plans to rehouse half a million
people ultimately at Korangi and to build another
four satellite towns. It is pressing on fast with these
plans, which are intended to sweep away Karachi’s
terrible slums. If this wholesale rehousing comes
about, it will be a big step forward in the campaign
against tuberculosis.

At the moment, however, the deadly bacilli are
winning all along the line.

It has been established by means of mass X-rays
“that 8 per cent of Pakistan’s 85,000,000 population
are infected by active TB. The country’s population
is increasing by one million every year. Because
of this pressure, the poor are inevitably herded to-
gether, and medical social workers estimate that every
TB sufferer is in contact with five more people.

“Contact” here is used in its literal sense. Some
families have only one cup between them and this
has to be used by every member — the tubercular
and the uninfected.

To meet this tremendous need, Church World Serv-
ice, the relief arm of the National Council of Churches
(USA) working in association with the World Coun-
cil of Churches, is engaged in an extensive program
of feeding, milk distribution and the provision of
medicines to institutions throughout Pakistan.

One of these institutions is the remarkable Captain
Foundation, formed by a Parsee, Mr. K. R. S. Captain,
and hlS family.

. Captain is a former seaman who for many
yeaxs now has been a successful chemical manufac-
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Convention Report — District VI

Our convention met this year on September 15,
16 and 17, with the congregation of Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church in Viborg, S. D., as our hosts, Thor-
vald Hansen, pastor.

The convention started on Friday afternoon with
separate meetings for the men and women. The WMS
meeting was held in the church while the men met
in the Parish hall for a film program. This was a new

" arrangement for our District. A report of the WMS
meeting will be found on the Women’s Page. Supper

turer in Pakistan.

He uses profits from his business to finance the
Foundation he has created. Its purpose is to relieve
human suffering and sorrow.

The Captain Foundation has built clinics and dis-
pensaries. It provides amputees with artificial limbs,
homes for people whose dwellings have been knocked
down by storms, and has paid for blood transfusions,
and relieved destitute people like Rahim Bux.

It was Mr. Captain who took me to Paradise Street.
He also showed me the warehouse; a little way off,
where the women and children of Lyari come every

“day for a free distribution of CWS milk made avail-
able by the U. S. government.

The Captain Foundation has four men at work
all day making home visits and handing out money,
wheat, old clothes and reconstituted milk channeled
through CWS.

One medical social worker is given $50 a month
(250 rupees) by the Foundation to give to the destitute
to enable them to travel to government clinics they
could not otherwise reach.

The great need is for such drugs as PAS, INH,

and Streptomycin. Doctors say that for every box
of PAS tablets they give out, they could use 15, but
the cost is prohibitive.
. Mr. Captain showed me a letter from the wife of
a government clerk who for two years has suffered
from a duodenal ulcer that has now developed into
cancer. He has not been able to work for two years.
The wife’s English is faulty, but there is no mis-
taking her need.

“There is mo one else to support my family of
six members. I have to run about whole day to
arrange on time meal. What to talk of a square
meal, my husband who cannot take anything else
except milk and blank (bland) diet gets nothing suit-
able.

“Frequently we have to starve for a day or two.
We had not taken any meals or even tea for two
times and I could not see my children crying with
hunger. (

“We have only one quilt and no sheets or mattress,
and on that one quilt we lay all the six on the floor
all night through the winter.

“I have now been compelled with shame to ask
you in the name of humanity to come to our rescue
and save our lives, the live of small and innocent
children. In short, save an entire family from star-
vation.”

That is just what the churches are struggling to
do overseas, only their aim is not to save one entire
family but fens of thousands.
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was served to the guests in the various homes. On
Friday evening, Pastor Nilssen addressed the conven-
tion. His talk was centered on the theme that of all
the various frontiers by which we are challenged
only the frontier of faith has abiding significance.

Saturday morning, Pastor Mellby conducted the
devotional service. He introduced his meditation by
having us sing the hymn, “What a Friend We Have
in Jesus,” which he used as the central thought of
his discussion. After this service the business session
convened with Pastor Calvin Rossman presiding. Pas-
tor and Mrs. Jerome Nilssen, Pastor and Mrs. Mellby
and Pastor and Mrs. Thorvald Hansen were specially
welcomed to the convention, all having come into
the District since our last meeting. There were 43
delegates, pastors and officers at our convention this
year. The congregational reports revealed that three
church anniversaries had been celebrated this year,
Tyler and Diamond Lake celebrating their 75th anni-
versaries and Viborg celebrating the 50th anniversary
of the building of their church. Progress both in
a material and spiritual sense were noted in all the
reports. The convention voted to send a $100 gift
to Leland Mollgaard in appreciation for the work he
did in District VI while attending Augustana College.
He is now attending Maywood Seminary.

Discussions during the convention included such
topics as Evangelism Workshops, Junior Camps, Rev.
Farstrup’s letter regarding transition to the new
church, the writing of the history of AELC, Youth
Work in our District, the Long Range Parish Educa-
tion Program and others. In the election of officers
all present officers were retained to carry on the work
until the new church comes into being. Pastor Nils-
sen was elected to fill the vice president’s office left
vacant when Pastor Mortensen moved to Des Moines.

Saturday evening Pastor Marius Krog gave a talk
on the Life of Hans Nielsen Hauge.

At the Sunday morning worship service Pastor
Rossman preached on the topic “Proclaim a New Day,”
in which he called the merger a “Day Newborn” and
pointed out that we are merging, not for our sakes but
for Christ’s sake and if this merger be God’s will it
will be richly blessed. Pastor Hansen conducted com-
munion services with Pastor Rossman assisting. Sun-
day afternoon we were privileged to hear Dr. Walter
Carlson, president of the Red River Valley Conference
of the Augustana Lutheran Church. His talk revolved
around the many aspects of our coming merger, spirit-
ual and practical. He said that as we contemplate
merger our paramount thoughts must be that the
LCA will center our faith in the Rock of Ages, Jesus
Christ and that the LCA will derive all authority in
the Holy Scriptures.

Following- this, coffee was served and another dis-
trict convention came to a close. Everyone there,
I'm sure, had some feeling of regret that this was the
last time that this particular body would be convening
but we parted with a feeling of excited anticipation
for the new and rich experiences we will have in our
new fellowship.

The convention was conducted in a very orderly
and hospitable manner. For this we thank the Viborg
congregation and also for the bountiful meals served.

Mrs. Chester Peterson, Secretary.
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Church News From Around the World

LUTHERAN LEADERS MOURN
UN’s DAG HAMMARSKJOLD

New York — (NLC) — Lutheran churchmen paid
tribute here to the work and life of Dag Hammar-
skjold, Secretary-General of the United Nations and
a Swedish Lutheran.

Mr. Hammarskjold, 56, was killed in a plane crash
in Northern Rhodesia on September 18, while en-
gaged in a mission to restore peace and order to the
troubled Congo. He had headed the UN secretariat
since 1953.

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the United
Lutheran Church in America and of the Lutheran
World Federation and chairman of the Central Com-
mittee of the World Council of Churches, said that
“the community of nations and the whole cause of
world peace are bereaved by the death of Mr. Ham-
marskjold.”

“Christians have respected him for his single-
minded dedication to his task, for his wisdom and
courage and for his self-restraint under vicious at-
tack,” Dr. Fry’s statement said. “He has personified
and added material stature to the United Nations.
Will we see his like again?”

Dr. Phllip A. Johnson, executive secretary of the
Division of Public Relations of the National Lu-
theran Council, described Mr. Hammarskjold as “one
of the most distinguished sons of the Lutheran
Church” who “has made the supreme sacrifice in his
unceasing search for peace.”

“Fearless, fair and tireless in his devotion to the
service of the world community, he, like Count Folke
Bernadotte before him, earned the respect and affec-
tion of all who truly desire peace among the nations,”
Dr. Johnson said.

“The best Christians are not necessarily those who
talk the most about it. Dag Hammarskjold, whose
convictions were revealed during his service as sec-
retary of the Swedish Christian Youth Movement,
was one whose faith was implicit in the integrity
of his life. Those who mourn his untimely passing
can honor him best by rededicating themselves to
the cause for which he gave his all.”

(Count Bernadotte of Sweden was killed by a
sniper’s bullet in the Israeli held sector of Jerusalem
on September 17, 1948, while serving as United Na-
tions mediator in the areas.)

As a child, Mr. Hammarskjold spent a great deal
of time in the household of the late Archbishop Na-
than Soderblom, Primate of the Church of Sweden,
who was a leader in early movements that led to the
formation of the World Council of Churches.

LWR WAREHOUSE IN TEXAS
OPENED TO CARLA VICTIMS

New York—(NLC)—Lutheran World Relief joined
a nation-wide effort to aid Hurricane Carla victims
by making available clothing from its warehouse in
San Antonio, Texas.

The Rev. Ove R. Nielsen, assistant LWR executive
secretary, said the agency authorized its San Antonio

warehouse supervisor, Herman Ochs, to draw on the
limited clothing supplies on hand in assisting the
storm-driven coastal residents.

Mr. Ochs asked for the authorization, the LWR
official reported, after Lutheran pastors in the area
contacted him with pleas for assistance.

LWR is the material aid agency for National Lu-
theran Council participating bodies and the Board
of World Relief of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod.

Mr. Nielsen pointed out that while the LWR pro-
gram is designed primarily to alleviate suffering and
need overseas, “the special circumstances of need
which prevailed immediately after the hurricane ne-
cessitated making clothing available to victims of the
storm.”

“The proximity of the San Antonio clothing depot

to the disaster area meant that help could be pro-
vided immediately.”

NOTED LUTHERAN THEOLOGIAN
HERE STUDYING CATHOLICISM

New York—(NLC)—A six-week study of Protes-
tant-Roman Catholic relationships in the United States
and Mexico was started here in September by Prof.
K. E. Skydsgaard of Denmark, internationally-known
scholar who serves as research professor of the Lu-
theran World Federation’s Commission on Inter-Con-
fessional Research.

Dr. Skydsgaard, on leave from the University of
Copenhagen where he is professor of dogmatics, on
February 1, 1960 started the special research work
that has taken him: to major European centers of
Roman Catholicism, including a five-month stay in
Rome.

In the United States he is scheduled to meet promi-
nent Catholic and Protestant theologians throughout
the country and visit students and faculty members
at several- of the nation’s outstanding Catholic and
Protestant seminaries and universities.

He came to the United States to continue the LWF
research work. His itinerary here is being arranged
by the Department of Theological Cooperation in the
National Lutheran Council’s Division of Lutheran
World Federation Affairs.

The Danish theologian, who is known as a leading
authority of differences in doctrine and practice be-
tween Protestantism and Catholicism, emphasized on
his arrival in New York on September 19 that his
work and the object of the LWF Commission is not
guided by “polemical, anti-Roman” feelings.

“We are trying to conduct a very sober, scholarly
study,” he said, “attempting to get to the various
points where we are divided.”

He said that if Protestants and Roman Catholics
“do not try to start afresh” in attempting to unearth
and understand their differences, “we will go no
step further, we will come to the day of judgment
and be in the same place.”
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WORLD LUTHERANISM TOTAL
INCREASES TO 72,588,559

Geneva— (LWF)—Baptized membership in the Lu-
theran churches of the world reached 72,588,559 dur-
ing the past year, an increase of nearly one and one-
half million over the previous year, according to
official annual statistics published here by the Lu-
theran World Federation.

The summary showed gains on six continents with
the largest of the membership increases in Europe,
where a total of 60,088,648 Lutherans were counted
— a gain of 1,103,286.

The following figures are taken from the new
directory of the Lutheran World Federation. They
give the membership of Lutheran Churches, missions
and some attached congregations as reported to the
LWF in April 1961.

GENERAL SUMMARY

62 member churches of the LWF .......... 49,864,308
9 LWF recognized congregations .......... 7A225
Lutheran churches and congregations out-
SidestheSENVIEE 11 Tt SO iy s 5,986,294
United Churches in Germany (after deduc- i
tion of non-Lutheran members) ........ 16,730,732
(@I ANIEIERHS 2o Ve dRuine, S 0 10 72,588,559
By Continents, Lutherans are distributed as follows:
All LWF
Lutherans Members
HITopelfd et i b S o 60,088,648 41,922,033
N O ATYICITC AN S s 8,431,416 5,485,169
SoutheAmerica i L L i 853,373 599,630
Asia (and adjacent islands) ... 1,513,259 1,381,840
Africa (and Madagascar) ...... 1,349,883 420,742
Australia (and New Zealand and
INeWRE T cal) NS Sy 351,980 54,894

Countries having the most Lutherans (more than one
million) are:

Grermianiys M wanin e, i R 37,860,267
Wi, (S5 el B P o  E s SR S 8,431,416
SWEAeIE LR N e R s, 7,000,000
IDenmarkpse b Ty S aERes il L e 4,304,000
il and s BN O et RUTh B S ) B 4,309,095
INOEWAYN - e e s S AR 3,173,523

ROMAN CATHOLIC OBSERVERS WILL
ATTEND WCC THIRD ASSEMBLY

Geneva—Five Roman Catholics will attend as ob-
servers the Third Assembly of the World Council
of Churches, New Delhi, India, November 18-Decem-
ber 6. They have been chosen and authorized by
the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity set
up in connection with the preparation for the Second
Vatican Council.

Two of the five will be priests from India to be
designated in consultation with Cardinal Gracias of
Bombay.

The other three will be Professor Jan Groot, ap-
pointee of the Netherlands hierarchy for ecumenical
work; Father M. J. Le Guillou, a member of the
“Istina” centre in Paris and author of “Mission et
Unité;” and Father Edward Duff, Director of the In-
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stitute of Social Order in St. Louis, Missouri, USA,
and author of “The Social Thought of the World
Council of Churches.”

The rules of the World Council make provision
for invitations to World Council Assemblies to ob-
servers from churches which are not members of
the WCC.

GREATER FREEDOM FOR ITALIAN
PROTESTANTS REPORTED

Torre Pellice—Protestants in Italy are enjoying
more religious freedom, according to a report presented
to a recent meeting of the Synod of the Waldensian
Church. The report said the “usual campaign”
against Protestants had almost ceased and that the
Fanfani government is “no longer trying to ignore
the Protestant minority.” It noted that government
officials have received Protestant delegations “with
courtesy” and that Roman Catholic priests and Wal-
densians pastors have been able to have private con-
versations and Bible study.

The report attributed the change to “the ecumen-
ical attitudes” of Pope John XXIII.

LWR THANKSGIVING CLOTHING

APPEAL SET FOR NOVEMBER 19-26

New York—(NLC)—Lutheran World Relief’s an-
nual Thanksgiving Clothing Appeal is scheduled dur-
ing the week of November 19-26.

Letters asking congregational cooperation in the
drive were being sent from LWR headquarters here
to pastors of the more than 11,000 congregations of
the six bodies participating in the National Lutheran
Council.

A similar approach was being made to the 6,500
congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
which cooperates with NLC bodies in the material
aid agency through the Synod’s Board of World Relief.

The General Relief Committee of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod also is recommending to
its congregations that they send clothing to LWR
warehouses.

This year’s effort is being heralded by brochures
and posters entitled “Help Us Clothe Him.” These
materials, which emphasize the critical need in many
areas are being made available to pastors for use in
their congregational drives.

Last year’s Thanksgiving appeal netted 3,150,631
pounds of clothing, falling slightly short of the 3,206,602
pounds gathered in 1959.

“QUESTION SEVEN” OPENING IN
THEATERS ACROSS NATION

New York—(NLC)—General release of “Question
7,” new Lutheran-sponsored motion picture highlight-
ing the clash of Christianity and Communism in East
Germany, was scheduled in New York City and
across the nation in late September and early October.

First public showings of the movie in New York
were slated September 28 at the Guild Theater in
Rockefeller Plaza, where the previous Lutheran Film
Associates production, “Martin Luther,” played a long
run in 1953.
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Contributions to Solvang
Lutheran Home

JULY 1 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 1961

Memorial Gifts:
In memory of Wm. Hawksworth, by

Bertha Jensen ..... ) $ . 3.00
Kathrine Hansen ................. 3.00
“In memory of John Girtz by Mrs.
Bertha Jensen .......cceeeceeecaase ¥
Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Holm ........ 3.00
Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Thomsen .... 2.50
In memory of Carl Hansen, Solvang,
by Mr. and Mrs. Einer Johnson,
ANt B AL DAL AR . Lot lelel sl e ol 3.00
. Mr. and Mrs. Martin Jacobsen,
SOLVANG, % -0 ool oivieicimmaalale Stolale siviao s 3.50

In memory of Chris Nielsen, Salinas,
'by Mrs. Caroline Miller, Salinas 3.50
In memory of Mrs. Bertha Wendel,
Salinas, by Mrs. Caroline Miller.. 3.50
In memory of Hans Madsen, Sol-
vang, by Mr. and Mrs. Martin
Jacobsen, Solvang
In memory of Arthur Fisher, Wash-
ington, D. C., by Mr. and Mrs.
Alfred Madsen and Mr. and Mrs.
Peter Nielsen
In memory of David Hall, Solvang,
by Aksel Sorensen, Arlington, S.
D., and Mr. and Mrs. Arne Ibsen,
SOV AR P At B S e S5 L00
In memory of Chris Nielsen, Sali-
nas and James Johnson, King City,
by Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Lovelady,
Spreckels
In memory of Chris Nielsen, Salinas,
by Mr. and Mrs. Miller Rosendale,
IR R L it bl A H B i e 5.00

In memory of Mrs. Lyla Solum, Sol-
vang, by Mrs. Villa Walker and

POSTMASTER: If undeliverable as addressed,
attach Form 3579, give new address, and return
entire &aper at transient second-class rate
(P. M. 355.343; 355.334; 158.22) to
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Return Postage Guaranteed
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Mrs. Bertha Schnell, Solvang .... 5.00
In memory of Miss Mary Petersen,
Solvang, by Mr. and Mrs. Al Borg,

0akland . ..c.cereeneiienaanaseaes 5.00
In memory of Edmond Correjou,

Soledad, by Mr. and Mrs. Miller

Rosendale, Soledad .............. 10.00
Tn memory of Harvey Lincoln Soren-

gen, Oakland, by Florence and

Jack Nielsen, Salinas ............ 25.00

Midde and Jack Nilsen, Lise an_d

Carl -Schultz and Mary and Nis

Pors, Salinas ...c..oeceeeecesces 25.00
To Building Fund:
Nis Christensen, Solvang .........-. $100.00
Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Folst, Van Nuys 50.00
Mrs. Marie Howley Estate ........ 489.00
Tom and Valley Knudsen Founda-

tion, Los Angeles ................ 1,000.00
Martin Petersen, Long Beach ..... 25.00

General Committee, DBS, of Calif. 10.00
George DuJardin, Chicago 12.50

To every giver is extended a hearty
thank you. We know, that the more we
give, if we give gladly the greater the
blessings to us.

With warmest greetings and best wishes.

Sincerely,

SOLVANG LUTHERAN HOME,
Nis P. Pors, Treasurer.

390 West Alisal Street

Salinas, California.

Links in a Chain Encircling

the World

(Continued from Page 10)

Assembly women’s conference. The LWCC
in its January, 1962 meeting will continue
planning for the next Assembly.

Another link in the chain that binds
all Lutheran women in Christian love
around the world, the LWCC has spon-
sored the preparation and publication of
articles and prayers by women of other
countries. Since the season of Advent
was selected as a time for special aware-
ness of one .another, the LWCC has ar-
ranged for an Advent leaflet to be avail-
able to all in their own language this
year. A more comprehensive Advent de-
votional manual will be available in 1962
on the same basis. Another cooperative
venture that will bring all Lutheran women
of the world into an even closer fellowship
is the Bible study for 1963 based on
Colossians, to be written by Oletta Wald.
Plans are also under way to publish a
book of helpful information concerning
women'’s work in Lutheran churches around
the world. This should be available by
the time of the 1963 Assembly.

The Lutheran Women’s Coordinating
Committee of America, being closely allied
with the U. S. Sub-Committee on Steward-
ship and Congregational Life and the LWF
Commission, and consisting of two women
from each NLC women’s organization.
provides an opportunity for sharing infor-
mation on present activities of each group
and seeks ways of communicating in spe-
cialized areas of concern. It exists to
strengthen the links in the chain of Lu-
theran women’s interests which now en-
circles the world.
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Des Moines, lowa: Dr. Ernest D. Niel-
sen, president of Grand View College, has
been appointed a Knight of the Order of
Dannebrog, by the King of Denmark in
recognition of his contribution to the
strengthening of Danish-American cultural
relations.

Marquette, Nebraska: Pastor Marius
Krog of Lake Norden, South Dakota, con-
ducted the morning service here on Sep-
tember 24, and also spoke again in the
evening. A fellowship dinner was served
at noon and in the afternoon Pastor
Schroeder of Grand Island, Nebraska,
spoke about the foreign mission fields in
the ULCA. Harald Ibsen is the pastor
at Marquette.

Solvang, California: The Solvang colony

_here observed the 50th anniversary of its

founding with a large banquet on Friday.
September 22. Among those present were
Pastor and Mrs. Holger Strandskov of
Dps Moines, who observed their 40th wed-
ding anniversary on the same day.

Rosenborg, Nebraska: Pastor Clarence
Th_orwald of the Augustana Church, ter-
minated his work at St. Ansgar’s congre-
gation here on Sunday, September 24. In
the evening he and Mrs. Thorwald were
honored at a reception at the church hall.
A musical program was given and a
“money tree” was presented to the Thor-
walds as a gift from the congregation.
Pastor Thorwald has conducted services
at St. Ansgar’s for three years. He and
Mrs. Thorwald will now make their home
at Lindsborg, Kansas.

Ringsted, lowa: Pastor Harold Petersen
of Askov, Minnesota, will be the guest
speaker at the Harvest Festival on Octo-
ber 22. Pastor Petersen formerly served
St. John’s congregation here. The Har-
vest Festival will also be the occasion of
the dedication of the new parsonage at
St. John’s. Pastor Gordon Miller and his
family have now ‘moved into the new par-
sonage which was not completed at the
time of their arrival.

Columbus, Nebraska: Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ert Breese, who are members of the ULCA
church here, will be commissioned as
missionaries to the Santals on October 15.
AELC synod president, Pastor A. E. Far-
strup, will commission the Breeses at an
evening service in the church here. Mr.
Breese will be stationed at the Mornai
Tea Estate and will be an assistant and
agricultural advisor to Pastor Harald
Riber. Mrs. Breese is a practical nurse
and will be involved in this work in India.
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WANTED
HOUSEMOTHER FOR THE DANISH
YOUNG PEOPLE'S HOME IN
MINNEAPOLIS

For further information write fo:

Mrs. Paul Steenberg, Jr.
1777 Beechwood Avenue
St. Paul 16, Minnesota
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